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his year on April 29, 2010, Sine Die was declared. | must admit these two sessions of
the 25" legislature have not been the most pleasant. Perhaps it was not meant to be
=~ pleasant. Tackling the Monster Budget Deficit of 2009 and 2010 was quite a task, and |
am told by the old-timers that it was definitely not "business as usual.”

At a recent fundraiser filled with lobbyists who represented different special interests and constituencies, | ex-
plained to them how we cut or eliminated funding from their causes. | was stopped by an influential lobbyist
who said, "Isaac, you are not doing this right, this is a fundraiser! You're supposed to be telling us how you can
help us and make promises of future legislation." | pondered his words and realized that for the two years |
have been in the state legislature, | have not had the opportunity to say “Yes”. | brought this up to my freshman
colleagues, and they too, did not have “Yes” in their vocabulary. It will be interesting to watch our freshman
class perform in the future. Hopefully, their trial by fire will not have been in vain, but will have honed their
skills to become leaders of the future who initiate sound and useful legislation.

What would my M % be without mention of the Budget? The most encouraging words | can

use to describe the budget are, it is DONE! Applying political solutions to fiscal problems is not the most effi-
cient way to solve financial predicaments, but it is what it is. We ended without a broad based tax increase
and balanced the budget by pushing current obligations into the future and taking moneys from special funds.

The 26™ legislature will have their hands full as they take up "ARRA Cliff", the postponed expenses, and bro-
ken programs. The one-time fixes to programs with permanent needs such as education will continue to haunt us
for the next few years. Let's hope that the cuts in the budget do not result in permanent damage and that our
economy will recover quickly. | have great faith in the people of Hawaii to lead this state into recovery and
prosperity.

So where do we go from here? Elder care, childcare and other social service programs must be re-funded.
Establishing priorities of ending school furloughs and providing quality healthcare are critical.

Let me end with a quote that | heard on the rail of the capitol. "Just because you don't need help, doesn’t mean
that you shouldn't help out." It was good to hear these words come from the mouth of a fellow Rough Rider.
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Senator Brian Taniguchi
Councﬂmember Ann Kobayash
alama o Manoa
Hawaii State Department of Agriculture
Mr. Duane Okamoto, Deputy to the Chair
Mr. Domingo Cravalho, Inspection & Compliance Section Ch
Ms. Chelsea Arnott, Oahu Invasive Species Committee
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An Informative Briefing on the

Monday, May 10, 2010
6:30 pr 7:30 pm
Manoa Elementary School Cafeteri

(3155 Manoa Road)
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NEIGHBORHOOD
SECURITY
WATCH

Goals of the NSW Program are:
[ J

e To strengthen police-community relations.

The Manoa Neighborhood Security Watch is a collection of individual
neighborhood security watches which are organized in various areas of Manoa Valley to
help improve residential security. The Neighborhood Security Watch (NSW) program is
sponsored by the Honolulu Police Department (HPD) and relies on citizen participation
and involvement to help bring awareness and to protect their neighborhoods.

To increase public education concerning local problems and effective
preventive measures which lead to improved residential security.

To implement community-based and coordinated programs that are
designed to increase the level of community awareness and mutual con-
cern for the protection of homes within a given community.

If you and your neighbors are interested in forming a Neighborhood Security Watch,
contact Carole at our office at 586-8475 for information.

In my monthly newsletter, @W Wm/wé, | share my thoughts, personal opinions

and observations about what goes on here at the Capitol.
View my newsletters on-line: http://hawaiihouseblog.googlepages.com/repisaacchoy

To receive an electronic copy of ,@%aw,y @W email c.hagihara@capitol.hawaii.gov




