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Aloha,Aloha,Aloha,Aloha,    

his month, we approved the House version of the Executive Budget. This budget is one that the 
House Finance committee members worked long, late  hours, with much dialogue, to produce. It is 
over 500 pages and we have gone over it line by line, many times. 
  

The cuts made are drastic and many of the decisions were very difficult to resolve.  A temporary, broad-based 
tax increase would have protected funds for the most needy and vulnerable in our community.  Though it seems 
logical to raise the tax, for a short time, many in our community would fiercely protest any tax increase.   My 
colleagues feared that vocal elements of our community would come out in force to protest a temporary in-
crease in the General Excise Tax GET).  To be honest, these threats are real.  There are segments of our society 
that still believe that “the poor be damned, let the sick suffer”, and that it’s ok to forsake the future of our chil-
dren. 
 
I do not believe that.  No one, and everyone, is to blame when events like this global financial crisis occur. So 
now, we must tighten our belts, fend for ourselves and try to help those who can't help themselves.   
  
Last year we cut $1.1 billion dollars from the budget, which resulted in  Furlough Fridays, coqui frogs in our val-
ley, more homeless on the streets, and having the safety nets of our society devastated. In times like, this we 
must look away from ourselves and look for ways to help our neighbors. 
 
A favorite poem by Robert Frost, The Road Not Taken, clearly directs me to do what I must; recommend a tem-
porary GET increase to help heal our state's fiscal woes. This tax increase would affect everyone. It is not the 
popular road and will be the road less travelled. For a little while, we must all walk this unpaved path. The end 
of the poem truly gives me hope for the future: 

Vol. 2    Issue 3 

Email:  repchoy@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Phone:  808-586-8475         
Fax:  808-586-8479     

District 24 
Manoa, University & Moiliili 

        Vice-Chair of Committee on Economic Revitalization, Business & Military Affairs  
       Member of Committees on: Finance, Agriculture, Tourism, Culture & International Affairs 

Representative 
Isaac W. Choy 

In my monthly newsletter, cÜxät|Ä|Çz j|Çwá? cÜxät|Ä|Çz j|Çwá? cÜxät|Ä|Çz j|Çwá? cÜxät|Ä|Çz j|Çwá? I share my thoughts, personal opinions  
and observations about what goes on here at the Capitol.  

View my newsletters on-line:  http://hawaiihouseblog.googlepages.com/repisaacchoy  

To receive an electronic copy of cÜxät|Ä|Çz j|Çwá?cÜxät|Ä|Çz j|Çwá? cÜxät|Ä|Çz j|Çwá? cÜxät|Ä|Çz j|Çwá? email c.hagihara@capitol.hawaii.gov

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
  And be one traveler, long I stood 
  And looked down one as far as I could  
    To where it bent in the undergrowth;  
    Then took the other, as just as fair….,  
       “...and I—I took the one less traveled by,           And that has made all the difference. 
 



 
Spending Wisely 
 
The State Budget.  Carefully chisels a fiscally appropri-
ate budget for the current state economy.  The 2010 ap-
propriations provide necessary cost savings, including an 
8.6% general fund decrease from the 2008 Supplemental 
State Budget, while maintaining essential government 
services by, among other things: 
� Restoring positions at the Department of Human Ser-
vices and Department of Health that were eliminated in 
previous cost-saving staff reductions, to maintain a social 
safety net and essential health services; 

 
� Cutting waste and increasing efficiency in education 
spending to address the budget crisis without resorting to 
more school furlough days; 

 
� Making appropriations for school repair and mainte-
nance, including funds to upgrade electrical systems in 
aging school facilities; 

 
� Funding increases in the hours of operation for public 
libraries, which have been struggling to maintain services 
due to severe budget cuts;
 
� Restructuring the State's Capital Improvement Pro-
jects Program to maximize limited resources for construc-
tion and economic revitalization; and 

 
� Maintaining funding to increase affordable rental 
housing (HB2200). 
 

Addressing Economic Challenges 
 
Transfer of Non-General Funds.  Finds needed reve-
nues to balance the State budget by transferring into the 
general fund: 
� Moneys from various special funds (HB2542); and 
 
� Additional funds from the Hawaii Tobacco Settlement 

Special Fund (HB2887). 
 
Hawaii Hurricane Relief Fund.  Provides fiscal flexibility 
by authorizing the loan of moneys from the Hawaii Hurri-
cane Relief Fund (Fund) to the general fund and requiring 
the loan to be repaid to the Fund by June 30, 2015 
(HB2875). 

 
Maintaining Public Order 
 
Fireworks.  Takes steps to stem the overuse of fireworks 
by establishing that importing fireworks without a license 
or selling or using fireworks without a permit is subject to 
nuisance abatement proceedings and possible forfeiture 
of certain property, including the fireworks (HB1987). 
 
Graffiti.  Continues the battle to rid our state of the over-
abundance of graffiti by increasing the penalties to in-
clude removal of the graffiti within 30 days of sentencing 
and community service of removal of other graffiti within 
100 yards of the site of the offense (HB2129). 
 
 
Keeping Hawaii Healthy 
 
Medicaid; Health Insurance; Payment.   
Ensures that providers who deliver health care to Medi-
caid beneficiaries are paid in a timely manner by repeal-
ing certain exemptions from the "Clean Claims" Law, 
which requires health plans to pay providers within certain 
timeframes and imposes interest on late payments, and 
requiring the Department of Human Services to pay 
health plans according to their Medicaid contract with 
each plan (HB2208). 
 
 
Supporting Our Workforce 
 
Employment Security; Unemployment Insurance 
Rates.  Assists both employers and employees during 
these difficult economic times by: 
 
� Adjusting the unemployment insurance (UI) contribu-

tion rates for employers and the benefit amounts paid 
to employees from the UI compensation fund while 
maintaining adequate reserves in the UI compensa-
tion fund; and 

 
� Authorizing special assessments to be made upon 

employers in a fair and equitable manner to pay the 
interest costs on loans received from the U.S. Secre-
tary of Labor to pay expected UI benefit claims 
(HB2169). 

 
 

The 2010 Mid-Session Highlights is a preliminary report of some of the accomplishments of the Hawaii  
House of Representatives up to the mid-point of the 2010 Regular Session.   

Since the legislative session is still in progress, the status of the measures listed in this report will continue to evolve. 
This report has been prepared by the House Majority Staff Office as an informational service only, and should not be relied upon as an     

official record of action taken by the House. 

25th Legislature House of Representatives 
Mid-Session Highlights 



Helping Our Students Succeed 

"Rainy Day Fund"; General Fund.  Provides an end to 
"Furlough Fridays" by transferring $50 million for fiscal 
year 2009-2010 to the general fund (HB2963). 
 
Appointed Board of Education.  Improves the account-
ability of Hawaii's public education system by requiring 
the members of the Board of Education (BOE) to be 
nominated rather than elected, and by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, appointed by the Governor 
from lists of qualified candidates presented to the Gover-
nor by the BOE Selection Advisory Council (HB2376, 
HB2377). 
 
Minimum Number of Instructional Hours.  Ensures that 
students spend a sufficient amount of quality time in the 
classroom, especially in light of the teacher furlough situa-
tion, by establishing a minimum number of instructional 
hours per school year for each grade level (HB2486). 

Student and Workforce Data.  Requires the Department 
of Education, University of Hawaii, Department of Labor 
and Industrial Relations, and other appropriate state 
agencies to share data to support research that will im-
prove educational and workforce outcomes for the citi-
zens of Hawaii and meet the longitudinal data require-
ments of the federal American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009 (HB2076). 
 
Keeping Hawaii Healthy 
 
Medicaid; Health Insurance; Payment.  Ensures that 
providers who deliver health care to Medicaid beneficiar-
ies are paid in a timely manner by repealing certain ex-
emptions from the "Clean Claims" Law, which requires 
health plans to pay providers within certain timeframes 
and imposes interest on late payments, and requiring the 
Department of Human Services to pay health plans ac-
cording to their Medicaid contract with each plan 
(HB2208).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hawaii State Legislature's Website - www.capitol.hawaii.gov  
From there, it's as simple as clicking on the links...  
 
� Find your legislators - 'Legislative Information' then 'Find Legislators.' Just enter your county and street - re-

sults will provide you with the name of your senator and representative, and links to their contact information.  
� Who's on which committees - 'House' or 'Senate' then 'Committees.' 

� Find the bill that interests you - 'Bill Status and Documents' then 'Text Search.' Enter a search term and re-
view results to find the bill number. (Call or email PAR if you need assistance refining your search.) Or, check out 
the lists near the bottom of the 'Bill Status and Documents' page. This is a handy way to review all measures 
introduced, or those that have survived certain deadlines. 

� Keep track of a bill - 'Bill Status and Documents,' enter bill number (leave out any draft numbers) in top box, 
then open 'Status' link to view ongoing activity. (If you're tracking lots of measures, contact PAR for some handy 
shortcuts.) 

� Find a hearing notice - 'Bill Status and Documents,' go to 'Hearing Notices' box, enter bill number. 

� Submit testimony (about a specific bill) - 'Bill Status and Documents,' go to 'Hearing Notices' box, click 
'Submit testimony online' and enter bill number. 

� What the law says about a topic - 'Hawaii Revised Statutes' then enter search term. 

        PUBLIC ACCESS ROOM (PAR) - A Division of the Legislative Reference Bureau -  Phone: (808) 587-0478 



The turnout at the Neighborhood Security Watch (NSW) meeting on September 28, 
2009 was tremendous!  Held at the Manoa Elementary School Cafeteria, 110 con-
cerned neighbors came out to learn how they could safeguard their homes and each 
other from the increasing crime that has been occurring in the community.  Out of 
this meeting, six new NSWs were formed.   

Since then, numerous gatherings have been held, combined with HPD orientation 
and training, block parties with neighbors 
getting to know one another and estab-
lished groups sharing valuable informa-
tion with the newly-formed groups, have 
been amazing!  

Community awareness is the key! 
Neighbors are now looking out for one 
another and   calling 9-1-1 to report any 
suspicious activity and some bad guys 

have been caught  because of the NSWs!   

If you and your neighbors are interested in 
forming a neighborhood security watch in    
Representative Choy’s district, call our of-
fice at 586-8475 for more information. 

 This initiative is bringing neighbors together who want to help keep their neighborhoods safe! 

Representative Isaac W. Choy 
Office Manager: Carole Hagihara 

Legislative Aides:  
Heather Lee & Pam Seeney 
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