
Talk, talk, talk.   The last few issues of Prevailing Winds mentioned the coming struggles of the state.  

But what are the solutions and what am I going to do about it? Well here is my plan. 
 

Before I begin, I would like to state this disclaimer òThe best laid plans of mice, men and politicians often go astray.ó  
 

DA  PLAN  

On the Debit side:   
 At the start of our 2010 Session, we will be short $1,200,000,000.  That is about 30% of our total general 
fund monies. The Finance committee, of which I am a member, will need to cut spending by about 50% or in 
dollars, $600,000,000 How these cuts are implemented will cause us many sleepless nights.  I would prefer 
that no jobs be lost, but that expectation is unrealistic. The biggest budget decrease will come in Health, Hu-
man Services, Education and Public Safety. Every other department will also have their share of cuts. These 
cuts will eliminate programs as well as downsize other programs to the point where they may no longer be 

effective. 

 

On the Credit side: 
In an effort to 'find some money', revenue enhancements will need to cover 25% of the shortfall or 
$300,000,000. This may include broad based tax increases such as a ½ % increase to our General 
Excise Tax or other increases that will affect only certain transactions within our state. We can also 
eliminate preferences given to certain groups to achieve our revenue needs.  Since I view fee increases 
as the same as tax increases, revenue enhancements will also include fee increases.  The last 
$300,000,000  must come by transferring funds from other parts of government. Simply put; raiding 
other funds, to the extent allowable by law. We got a glimpse of this during school furlough fiasco with 

the mention of taking the Hurricane fund and the Emergency Budget and Reserve fund. 

 

Simultaneously, I will be trying to expedite capital improvement spending in the state by streamlining the procurement 

code so projects can be put into work quickly, thereby creating more jobs.   

 

My last goal is to leave this session with a òresponsible budgetó, a budget with attainable assumptions and a workable 
plan which will require very little adjustment over the short term.  We never want to hear this line again,  òBy the way, we 

are short another billion dollarsó. 

 

All of these planned solutions will not be easy to implement, in fact, I can foresee resistance at every turn.  It is important 
for residents to voice their preferences now.  I will report the details to you as they happen and keep a scoreboard of the 

measures that are moving through the House and Senate. 

 

Now is the time to earn our paychecks.  Now is the time to be statesmen instead of politicians. Now is the time to lead, 

follow or get out the way. 
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1.  Watch each other's houses especially during the day , if you are 

homeéthis means keeping an eye out for unusual vehicles, or door to 
door 'salespeople' who may be knocking on doors to see who is home 
and who isn't.  

 

2.  Make sure that your house is secure by locking all entrances and 
possible window entries.  Also, try to lock up your valuables, such as 
jewelry, cash or credit cards.  

 

3.  Ladders left out and unlocked are an easy way for a thief to set 
the ladder against your house, and entre through the window.  Also, 
use a timer on one of your lamps at night, so it always appears as if 

someone is home.  You can also install security lights with motion de-
tectors as  a deterrent.  You might also consider a security system.  

 

4.  If there is someone sitting or appearing to be 'sleeping' in a car, 
try to get the license number, as inconspicuously as possibleéoften, 
they are on the lookout or are about to make a phone call to inform 
their accomplice that you have just left your house.  Then, the thieves 
may drive up to your home, and begin their forced entry.  

 

5.  If you are walking alone or with your dog, try to take along a pad 

and pencil to write down license numbers, in case you see something 
suspicious.  Let the HPD know by calling 911 and describing what you 
feel to be 'out of place' or 'out of order'.  We all tend to know each 
other's vehicles, and also our patterns of behaviorétherefore, if 
something seems out of place, call and ask the police to check it out.  

 

6.  At night, if you are out walking, carry a flashlight and cell phone 
for safety.  

 

7.  Don't be afraid to call 911 éthe HPD are here to serve and protect 
us, our property, and help us to maintain a safe and secure neighbor-

hood for our families.  
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