
After being away for a week, upon my return, I was told that my name was 
mentioned in the newspaper twice.   It must have been a really slow news 

period during my absence. 

The National Conference of State Legislatures Summit (NCSL) in 

Philadelphia Pennsylvania,  is a gathering of state legislators from all fifty 

states and foreign countries.  There were about 4,500 people in attendance, and I am dating myself by saying it was the 

“Woodstock” for state legislators.   NCSL is similar to the National Governors Conferences and National Mayors Confer-

ences.   The meetings schedule was pretty tight, but I did get to go to a Phillies game and visit the Museum of Art.  This 

was a treat for me since I was a Manoa baseball coach for more than ten years, am a baseball fan and an art buff. 
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Did you know that the economic recovery is predicted to come from the west and not the east? China implemented a 

government sponsored economic stimulus package that is working very well, and we should see more activity from that 

country. The interesting reason given for China’s success is that all of their stimulus monies went for (CIP) capital improve-

ment projects infrastructure projects. One person commented that their EIS (environmental impact study) process takes only 

two days. This is great news for us, and we need to attract more visitors from that side of the world. 

Another point was made that Europe will be the last to recover. So I wonder if this means that European vacations may 

be affordable soon? 

Taxes on internet sales were a hot topic. There were four sessions on this subject. All states agreed that this is an area of 

compliance which will have to be addressed quickly. The thinking behind this is primarily a fairness issue for the brick and 

mortar establishments in our states.  Second, the amount of sales tax revenue loss for states is enormous.  You will be hear-

ing a lot more from me on this very technical issue. 

I learned that  stimulus monies from our federal government are best used for directly building our roads, bridges 

and other capital improvement projects. When stimulus monies are used for education, human services and health, it 

does not have the most efficient effect on the economy. 

Did you know that not all fifty states  have a budget crisis? At least ten states have no budget crisis or very minor ones. 

One state even increased its education budget. Wouldn’t you like to know how they did it? 

A national economist again validated my theory on the role of state governments having a direct effect on the economy. 

State governments cannot affect the economy because states do not have enough capital. As we have seen, the federal 

government barely has an influence on the economy after spending trillions of dollars. The one caveat that I did pick up 

from his remarks was state governments should not do things that impair economic recovery. 
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Legislative oversight of programs is an area  in which I am very interested.  Did you notice that we did not cut 

one program from over 1,600 programs in the state budget?  Each program has a special interest constituency 

tied to it, and it is very difficult to shut any program down.  At the conference, I attended seminars to learn how to 

evaluate programs.   You will be hearing a lot more from me on this subject in the future. 

Finally, since I am running out of room,  I met with the Project Citizen Student Ambassadors from Hawaii.  These 

are a group of students from Kapolei Middle School who  presented their drug awareness program and shared 

how they can got involved in combating this epidemic.  Students Ambassadors from Punahou School also pre-

sented study results of  the effects  General Excise taxes have on small businesses. 

As a baseball coach and parent,  I have taken many trips all over the country with the neighborhood kids, and I 

know these students will remember this trip forever. It was so great to see them in Philadelphia and I know it was a 

great learning experience for them as it was for me. Well, I’m now back in the office...did the governor settle with 

the unions while I was gone? 

 

Aloha, 
Isaac W. Choy 

For more information on all the seminars 
and workshops from the National Con-

ference of State Legislatures: 

http://www.ncsl.org 

Click on òmeetingsó òlegislative summitó 

Independence Hall 

The Liberty Bell 

Philadelphia Museum of Art 

MANOA:  Weds., Aug. 5, 2009     

7:00 PM    Noelani Elementary School 

 

McCULLY:  Thurs., Aug. 6, 2009 

6:30 PM     Washington Middle School 
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