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Ever since my election, I have been waiting for some kind of special benefit that could be attrib-

uted to my employment as a state representative. I deduced the rude comments and name calling 

was probably a non-benefit. A very special benefit finally arrived; it was a ride on a nuclear attack 

submarine, the USS Bremerton. I was very apprehensive about accepting this invitation since I 

get sea sick looking at a cruise liner tied up at the pier.   I didn’t want to earn the title of Captain 

Barf.  But upon deep thought, there was no way that I would give up this opportunity, surely this 

would be a once in a lifetime event.  Happily I report, that I did not throw up (wore the patch) and it was the ride of a life-

time. For me to describe the thrill of the ride, the competency, pride, and professionalism 

of the men that sail this ship would take pages. The young men in their early twenties re-

minded me of my time of service. I wondered throughout the day, if I looked and acted like 

these young men. I think the future will be very bright for them. The amusing thing is like 

typical young men, they didn’t seem to care about their future, all they knew was that they 

were in charge of defending our country with their billion dollar toy. And they confidently 

knew  they were doing their jobs well. An old cliché comes to mind about sleeping well at 

night because of the service of these young men. 

As we enter into a precarious time when the revenue projections are lower than stated 

previously, I feel a sense of myopic behavior among the public. Most people are looking 

at the current legislation and how it may affect them personally. As I explain to them why and how their taxes may be 

raised, I would not categorize their responses as patriotic. All in all, most of the people I spoke to were resigned  to the 

old philosophy of the bushido code: “shikata ga nai”, a Japanese phrase meaning "it can't be helped". While  muttering 

“bakatareó under their breath caused my self-esteem to slip down a few notches. 

In the business sector, problems that are not addressed promptly seem to escalate and solutions seem to diminish. I be-

lieve this is  happening to us now, and soon we will be pushed into choices which are not well thought out or may have 

unintended consequences. The ball is in the Governor's court; I hope she consciously tackles the problem with courage 

and not feel for the prevailing winds. 

Over the next few months, I will be working on taxation of non-residents and change of control issues with respect to 

conveyance taxes. These are technical tax bills which I will be introducing next year. If you are interested in these sub-

jects, please contact me.  My door is always open to discuss any issues and/or concerns you may have.   

 

Coming to your mailbox in August...Prevailing Winds Special Edition                 

2009 Legislative Report  

Aloha, 
Isaac W. Choy 
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In Memory of Duke Bainum                                                                                                                                                       
Our community has lost a fine public servant.  Duke distinguished himself as a true leader as Neighborhood Board chairman, 
State Representative and City Councilmember.  His legacy will live on as we all continue to benefit from his many years of      

service and contributions. 

View current and back newsletter issues online:    http://hawaiihouseblog.googlepages.com/repisaacchoy 

Manoa Public Library                                                                                       
2716 Woodlawn Drive,                                                                                    

will close its doors for the last time at 5:00 p.m.                                   
Thursday, July 2, 2009.    

They will hold a Ȱ"ÏÏË "ÒÉÇÁÄÅȱ on Saturday, August 1, 2009 to 
make way for a new, larger, environmentally -ÆÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ ȰÇÒÅÅÎȱ   
library which has been in the making for nearly 30 years.  

The community is invited to join in on this ceremonial walk carry-
ing over a book from Manoa Public Library to the new portables 
across the street at Noelani Elementary School which will serve as 
the interim library facility.  Construction will take approximately 
two years to complete and the portables will be used as additional 
classrooms later.  

Please contact Christel Collins,  at 988 -0459 if you have any questions.  

Rep. Choy and Manoa Libraryõs Christel 

Noelani Elementary School May Fair, 5/22/09:  The late City Councilman 

Duke Bainum,  Tom Heinrich, Senator Brian Taniguchi & Rep. Choy. 

Malama O 
Manoa Tour of 
Historic Manoa 

Homes: 

Linda LaGrande, 
Rep. Choy &   

Mary Cooke 

Rep. Choyõs office 
helped the House of 

Representatives 
raise over $12,000 
for  Hawaii  Food-

Bank. 

(L to R)  Rep.Choy,         
Linda Chu Taka-

yama,  Noel Trainor, 

& Polly Kauahi  

 


