
Prevailing Winds 
Represe ntat ive  I saa c  W.  C hoy  

Hou se  o f  Re p re sen ta t ive s  D i s t r i c t  24  

Pho ne :   808 - 586 -8 47 5   Fax :   808 -5 86 -8 479  

Emai l :   r e pcho y@cap i to l . h awai i . go v  

Manoa, University, 
Moiliili  

Issue 5 May 2009  

means "no further days".  These words had a sweet sound this session. It was a difficult 
and arduous time, it was survival at best, and I believe that it was the best we could 

have done.         

In my accounting firm, I evaluate the staff at the end of each year. It is a time of reflection upon what was done and  a 
time to plan for the future.  An evaluation technique I have used for many years is to ask my staff to assess themselves 

before I add my comments to the process.   So here is an appraisal of myself: 

1. Competence in the legislative process - C                                                                                             
Most people generally know how the legislative process works, but to really get to know the intricate details of the proc-
ess, it may take at least four or five years. I have learned that this process is shortened if you throw yourself into a lot of 

controversial issues. This session I have certainly earned the scars I received. 

2. Knowledge of issues - D                                                                                                                          
The volume of issues presented to the legislature is enormous. I was very comfortable with the financial issues, but it was a 
steep learning curve when it came to civil unions, GMO  taro, ceded lands, campaign spending, energy, environment, pe-
troleum, land court, foster care, public safety, public housing, education, transportation, counties, animals, airports, har-
bors, technology, economic development, veterans affairs, tourism, agriculture and many other issues that were brought 

before us and discussed. I learned that the public hearings process is vital in educating the legislators on the issues. 

3. Effort and perseverance - B+                                                                                                                    The 

amount of hours spent at this job was far more than I expected. My work days started at 7:00 am and I got home around 
10:00 pm.  I also participated in the longest hearing in legislative history; I must admit it wasn't that enjoyable. I can't re-
member having a weekend off since December. I would have given myself an "A", but my competence level was not up to 

par. 

4. Representing the District - C-                                                                                                                    This is 

one area that I need to work on. I  made decisions based on my values, beliefs, and professional and life experiences. I 
rarely felt for the prevailing winds to make a decision. But one can never get the entire picture unless you talk to a lot of 
people. Since I enjoy listening, I look forward to many discussions with my neighbors and friends. 
 
Well, this is my evaluation of myself.  I am sure you will have your own criteria and evaluation of my performance.  If you 
noticed, my grade point average is 2.0, which is just average. That's exactly what I got at Roosevelt High School.      
Coach Price always says, òwhen you are average, you are just as close to the bottom as you are to the top.ó  Oh well! 
Coach Price always says "when you are average you are just as close to the bottom as you are to the top". Oh well... 

Senator Brian Taniguchi , Dist. 10      Rep. Isaac Choy , 

Dist. 24  

Sat.  June 13, 2009 Manoa Elementary School Cafeteria   9:30-11:30 am 

Report Card for:       Rep. Isaac Choy                                             

Class of:   2009  25th Legislature House of Representatives                     

Total GPA:      2.0                               
Comments: very intelligent but 
needs to study harder.                             
Has great potential____                   

(Latin)   
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My work is not done yet; the economic crisis did not go away just because the legislative session ended. If you look 
carefully at the budget, it is a fragile document.  I expect the Council on Revenues  report to forecast an even  

lower revenue projection at its May 28th meeting. 

As of this writing, the public workers unions have not received an offer from the Governor (for wage and benefit 

concessions) and nobody knows how that will turn out. 

We also used about a billion dollars of Federal stimulus money to balance our budget. This money will run out in 
about 18 to 20 months. If the economy does not fully recover by that time, we will have a hole in our budget that 

represents a quarter of our spending.  All this means is more sleepless nights for me. 

My last comment will be an observation and realization that I have come to about Manoaé It is probably the best 
neighborhood in the entire state.  It doesn't have a lot of the issues of other neighborhoods and the caring nature 

of its people is pretty amazing.  We should all be thankful that we live in Manoa. 

I will keep you informed of what is going on around the state, and I am having a joint Town Meeting with Senator 
Brian Taniguchi on Saturday, June 13, 2009.   I have moved back to my Manoa Office where you are welcome to 

visit me everyday. 

 

  State Representative, District 24 

 

Awesome OMs  (office managers): 

Susan Miyao  (L)                                   

office of Senator Brian Taniguchi 

Carole Hagihara  (R)                       

office of Rep. Isaac Choy 

Much Appreciated Staff:  Couldnôt have done it without you! 

Carole Hagihara, My Office Manager who kept me on time, on 

course, and on purpose.   

Pam Seeney, Legislative Aide, expert bow-tie-r , and pocket opener.  

Kept pretty good notes at Conferences too. 

Kristi Fukumoto,  Legislative Aide, and Best Power Point-er.  Can also 

lift 50 pound water jugs. 

Now Available at:         

MANOA CONSULTING GROUP  

2733 East Manoa Rd.        

Phone:  988-5757 

A special memorial collage will be made to honor the original library, and 
you can be a part of it!  Head over to the library and ask for a piece of 
acid-free cardstock.  On the cardstock, handwrite or illustrate your memory 
of the Manoa Library, sign, date it and return it to the library by June 30, 
2009.  Your piece will be one òpatchó in the remembrance quilt that will 
make up the communityõs memories of the library.  The finished memorial will 

be displayed to bid a fond aloha to the building.  Share your memories! 

http://hawaiihouseblog.googlepages.com/repisaacchoy

