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Gutting and cuttingis a highly developed skill set of f
mongers and legislators too. As ideas are cut an
pasted, negotiated and debated, the job of law making is getting done. | write this article the day after we passed the
House of Representatives version of the state budget. The final meeting of the Finance committee during which the b
was passed was more like a wake than the culmination of months and months of hard work. None of us on the comr
are happy with the budget.

Programswere cut, hundreds of people were laid off, and thousands of positions were eliminated. As the safety nets
health, human services and education took blows we are keeping our fingers crossed in hope that these cuts will not
dire consequences. There is no joy in Muddville as the realities of the financial mess sets in.

Now | sit back and watch the political maneuvering, bickering and criticisms. The blame game will be in full swing and
politicos will see how they can take advantage of the situation to promote their future agendas. | for one know we did t
best that could be done with the tools we were given so | am satisfied with the results of our work. It is the time for e
ryone to unite to get us out of this economic anomaly, as | said to my constituents, "we need to be a part of the solt
and not a part of the problem for at least 36 months, at which time we can all go back to being typical Americans".
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Manoa Elementary Schodth grader,lvy Yemwas alegislator for a day Her winning essay entitled her to shadow Representa-
tive Choy to the hearings, Chamber session and a swaeaso al
written into a obill for an Act o6, whi ch manrRep. oy, IvYe@vaRe p 1
Shek from Kalani High School shadowed Senator Brian Tanigliddiigi | vy i n 0 her ®ighf RepiChayland vy &t i c €
Oher 6 desk.

A new feature is available on the Legislature'snmebsitmitol.hawaii,gbat makes it easy to find and access past and upcoming hearing notices off aeserasasure.
two ways to retrieve the information:
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Typ a measure number in the
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The process is hot over yet. The budget went to the Senate and they will have to contend with even lower Council o
Revenues (COR) predictions. As of this writing the COR lowered their forecast for 2009 another 2 percent, to a minu
5. In English that means another $100 to $150 million will have to be cut from the budget.

For the year 2011 the COR forecast is also disturbing to me. They preicteas®f plus 5; | don't believe that

the economy will recover so quickly. Such a steep upward trend within one year is a little unrealistic. The governor
may have another solution using a tool available only to her. She already said that there will be no layoffs and no
tax increases, that statement may be a little premature but we must work towards a solution together.

How are my bills doing? My budget disclosure bill HB 1364 and nexus bill HB 1405, passed and crossed over to the
Senate. My accountancy bill and campaign reform measures got attached to other bills with the same subject. All ir
all, I am happy with the results. | also found some substantial areas which may increase revenues for the governmer
which | am working on diligently.

We are now we at the halivay point in this Session. | will be scheduling alpkséssion community meeting to
explain the budget and tax implications, and how it affects you as well as answer any questions or concerns you ma
have regarding the results of this Legislative session. Notice of date, place and time coming soon.

As | look out of my window at the lush valley, there are beautiful green wild parrots flying around, the sun is shining &
must say, it's great to live in Hawaii, even greater to live in Manoa.
Aloha,

Isaac W. Choy
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: On March 3, 2009, 3n¢ Grade class of Noelani
gElementary Schodlisited the Capitol and iheir
gRepresentative Isaac Choy. The students§ assem
ibled in the Visitords
§Choy explained how our government makfes laws
EThen came the fun part, the students ask?ad Rep
EChoy qguestions suchi as,
§Do you have to raise your hand to speak?ﬁ Is tha
§chande|ier made of solid gold? Where doiyou Sit’
?My parents voted fo? y C
§and try to answer their many questions.  :

Neighborhood Board Meeting:
Wed. April 1, 2009; 7:00pm

Noelani School Cafetorium

Thurs. April 2, 2009; 6:30pm
Washington Middle School Cafeteria




