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The heat is on, on the street     Inside your head, on every beat     And the beat's so loud, 
deep inside     The pressure's high, just to stay alive       Cause the heat is on! 

The heat is on here at the square building on  
Beretania Street. From civil unions to the budget 
cuts. People express their feelings with cute     
colloquial rhetoric: "We are going to take you 
out", "we're retired and we have nothing better to 
do than to wave signs and make phone calls",         
"the biggest mistake of my life was voting for 

you", "don't even think about it". 

Itõs so much fun being a politician. I have come to 
the conclusion that being forthright and honest is 
not all that great. I now understand why you can 
never get a straight answer from a politician. I 
have to work on that skill set. It's a lucky thing we 

get the big bucks for being here. 

Pay raises for us legislators is a subject 
that causes some concerns for many      
citizens. I still feel legislators are grossly 
under paid.  The hours are long, it is a full 
time commitment and itõs a pretty stressful 
job. It seems that you can never make a 
decision that is agreed upon by everyone. 
Let me put it this way, I just finished a tax 
return for a colleague and he got paid 
$38,000 a year after working here for 

27 years. Auwe!  

Civil unions are the talk of the building. 
Our society is very interesting. We are 
willing to put a rail project on the  ballot 
because it will cost us five to six billion 
dollars, but we are not willing to put a 
subject like civil unions on the ballot. I still 
think that this issue should not be decided 
by 76 of us (51 Representatives & 25 

Senators). 

!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ōƛƭƭǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
House!  Please go paperless!!! 
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Aloha, 

The government workers union put on a full court press to apply "heat" on benefit cuts 
and other concessions which was put on the table. It worked and now we have fewer tools to 
deal with our budget woes. I think we are left with tax increases and layoffs. These options 

will turn up the burners for some. 

Having representative government is still the best in the world. The ability for 
people to express themselves freely is something that is taken for granted too 
often. When we see our young men & women fighting to protect this right we 

should thank them, because being an American is being able to speak freely. 

Well the heat is on, it's on the streetéé.Beretania street. 

The Freshmen Class of the 25th Legislative Session, 2009   
Representatives: Mark M. Nakashima, Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Isaac Choy, Chris Lee, Henry J.C. Aquino, Jessica Wooley.      

(missing Denny Coffman) 

Thanks to my loving family for all your support and 

sacrifice; my daughter, Ashley and wife, Laurie. 

Representative Choy and Senator Brian Taniguchi 

(Grasshopper)                                (MASTER) 

Hereõs a link to view my newsletters on-lineñ http://hawaiihouseblog.googlepages.com/PrevailingWindsvol1Feb42009.pdf 

If you would like to receive my newsletter by email please contact:  c.hagihara@capitol.hawaii.gov 


