
One of the more interesting facets of political life at 

the Capitol is being able to observe human nature in 

action.  When I walk the district, shop at Safeway, attend neighborhood board meetings, 

read my email, return phone calls and go out to lunch, people don't hesitate to voice their 

opinions on the problems caused by this recession. For instance, people object to raising 

taxes but also protest when government services are cut.   To paraphrase Otto Von Bismarck 

(circa 1865), "People are glad to have government services but are not glad to pay for them.”   

Raising taxes always sparks the most comments. We could raise general excise taxes to continue to fund government 

services.  Assuming that most people don’t smoke, didn’t sell property worth over 2 million dollars, don’t earn taxable in-

come over $300,000 and don’t book rooms in local hotels (pay room tax), an increase in the general excise tax will be 

the first dollar they contribute towards Hawaii's budget deficit. 

If you recall, these are the very taxes increased during the past legislative session. Now, as the economy worsens, our ini-

tial revenue raising efforts are falling short. The option of creating a new tax that directly affects the majority of us is 

becoming a reality. 

The other option is cutting government services and/or cutting the size of government. In this last session, we cut the 

budget by 1.2 billion dollars by reducing services and restricting department spending and thereby decreased  the size 

of government.  Apparently, that is still  not enough.  So now we are faced with the task of cutting services and programs: 

children's programs, benefits for  the disabled, agricultural inspection, the film office, business development initiatives, the 

enterprise zone office, and education are examples of possible programs and services that may be downsized or elimi-

nated. The quandary is trying to decide among these programs.  I know that people will speak out angrily and may turn 

out in force to demand that these programs be restored. 

The two solutions of raising taxes and cutting programs have already met with fierce resistance. But let’s face it; the 

current size of our government and its services were demanded by the people. We can talk about effectiveness and effi-

ciency of programs, but I feel now is not the time for discussion.  Immediate action rather than talk is what we need.  Of 

course, these may not be the perfect answers and there is always room for improvement. 

As your representative, the important thing is to communicate to you how I make these choices. Since there are no right or 

wrong solutions to the budget deficit problems,  I base my decisions on my own values.  For example, furlough days.  I 

believe that our economic and social future depend on our children. The world seems to agree with me as they chastised 

Hawaii for sacrificing our children's education.  Many of you have told me that the priorities in my value system are not 

the same as yours.  

Yes, our priorities may be different, but the underlying feeling about our country, state and community is the 

same.  We all want this problem solved quickly and with the least amount of pain. 
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Hereõs a link to view my newsletters on- line ñ http://hawaiihouseblog.googlepages.com/repisaacchoy  

McCULLY :  Thurs. Dec. 3, 2009  6:30 PM   

Washington Middle  School  

MANOA :  Wed. Dec. 2, 2009 7:00 PM     

Noelani Elementary School  

Handy reference:  Hawaii Government Directory & Guide.  State and City department and agency listings.  Includes 

office, title, phone and fax numbers, mail and email addresses.  http://hawaii.gov/lrb/capitoli/dirguide/  

Aloha, 

So where are we?  I can only guess that most people are like me; we enjoy government services as long as we don’t have 

to pay a lot for it.  When faced with a choice to raise taxes or cut services and programs, no matter which way I vote, 

rest assured that I will be beaten up by the people who don’t agree with me (lucky thing I attended public school.) 

A place between a rock and a hard place; I found it! 

 

 

 

Since our initial Neighborhood Security Watch informational meeting was held on 
September 28, 2009, the response and support of the Neighborhood Security Watch 

(NSW) program has been tremendous!   

As of today, there are five new NSWs organized by street/area in Manoa.  

Get-to-know your neighbor gatherings have been held, HPD individual street orienta-
tion/training for the newly-formed NSWs are underway, and the support of estab-

lished neighboring NSWs sharing with the new groups has been amazing.   

THIS COMMUNITY IS FIGHTING BACK TO KEEP THEIR NEIGHBORHOODS SAFE!   

 

Neighborhood Security Watch Program 

Saturday Dec. 12,  5:00 pm.   Begins at  Noelani School and ends at  Manoa Gym 

Mahalo to the  East Manoa Lions Club and Manoa Jaycees for sponsoring this splendid holiday parade!  

Opening Day of 

the 26th  

Legislature        

Wednesday,  
January 20, 2010  

Rep. Isaac Choy will be a featured guest on 

  Na ôOiwi ôOlinoñPeople Seeking Wisdom 

COX Radio KKNE AM 940  

Monday, December 21, 2009 8-9 AM 

                     Sponsored by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 

Wishing you a Choy-ous  
Holiday Season! 

Capitol website -  http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/  
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