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Raising taxesi s not the way to get elected. However, ca

popular, although not realistic. When elected officials pursue this track they lose the ability to govern, and are mere
pandering to voters. Effective leadership depends on flexibility. Every option should be evaluated and a solution sho
be chosen, then executed. People in business know, through experience, that not every plan works, so original plan:
be changed or modified to succeed. I n fact, iteis
difference between success and failure. Effective leaders also know that when one tries to make everyone happy, ©
efforts are guaranteed to fail.

Being a CPA , business owner and a legislator, the recommendation to raise taxes is an exercise in masochism mor
anything else. My personal tax philosophy is ongrofcipled tax policiesone that collects as much revenue as is
needed to provide the kind of society in which we want to live. Tax policies should be broad based, transparent and ¢
countable. | also believe that the taxes can be used to regulate and modify behavior for the betterment of society as
whole.

For example, we can tax gasoline to make people realize that they must start thinking of alternative methods of transp
tation. An extreme example would be to raise the gasoline taxes high enough to pay for a free bus service. This fr
bus service would avert the need to spend $6 billion dollars for a rail system, relieve grid lock & clean the aittill If you s
decide to drive, you are giving others the opportunity to ride a bus for free! Our late, great local philogopkleu,

Head Pupuleonce said,

"U guys | i ke get rid of da traffic jams? Cl

This past session, a bill was introduced in the House of Representatives as an attempt to stop our dependence on fc
fossil fuel and start developing ways of using our natural environment to create efficient, cost effective, renewable
ergy. This was the barrel tax bill. It would have cost us approximately 25 cents per fill up of our car's tank and wou
have added just one dollar to the cost of a plane ticket. It would have generated about $30 to $40 million dollars; whic
would have been used to fund many of the initiatives that would lower and/or eliminate our addiction to fossil fuels.
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The argument that it would raise the cost of living is true but, it is ironic that so many people objected to this bill, wi
fuel prices fluctuate more than one dollar a barrel at the whim of profit takers or third world countries. We can no
expect price increases at the pump every week. This was the opportunity that was lost last session and maybe it wi
resurrected. We can talk about getting off fossil fuel but we must be willing to put our money where our mouths are.
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Neighborhood Security Watch Informational Meeting ~ The interest in thilanoa Neighborhood Security Watch
created such a great turnoutdPD Officer Kahapea&

Officer Miller presented important facts and instructions for
forming watches on their streets.

Dave Kozuki of People Bridge
showed his oeline communica-
tions network to spread infor-
mation quickly.

Neighborhood Watch Coordi-

Rep Choy lends a helping hand to Manoa-Waioli nators, Ron Lockwood, Julie
Li o n 6 ® wdek on their bleachestepdown project. Ishioka & Carl Hefner shar

The volunteers worked to widen the existing step to préxperiences and give help
vent future accidents. ideas to the soeto-be formed

groups.
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Groundbreaklng fOI’ the Recycling community cleaup & fundraiser
Kaimuki High Schooii Kapahulu Center
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Sal\t/lljzgogctLllt;r;% L9 Moiliili Community Center

10:00 gm §12:00 pm Sat. Oct. 17, 2009 8:00a.m.fi 2:00p.m.

For more info, call
Christel Collins at 9880459
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Curbside Pickup, call Susan Miyao @ 586460

Over 200 FREE Fun & Educational interactive activities for children & teens!
At the State Capitol, Dept. of Health Parking Lot, Frank F. Fasi Civic
Library Grounds, lolani Palace, Kalanimoku Bldg Grounds, King Kam
History Center, Punchbowl Street & Washington Place.
# Children & Youth Day Live Entertainment and Many Food Booths
¢ Sun. Oct. 4, 2009, 10:00ar3:00pm

Hereds a |link to view my-lineefwhtp:/hawaihouseblaog.nooglepages.com/repisaacchoy
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